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Memorandum of Understanding: 
Entrepreneurship Database Program & [PARTNER] 

[DATE] 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Emory University’s Goizueta Business School is home to the academic center called Social Enterprise 

@ Goizueta (SE@G). One of the key programs for SE@G is the Entrepreneurship Database Program 

(EDP), which collects data from entrepreneurs through a number of accelerator programs working 

around the world. The aim is to create a longitudinal database to evaluate how entrepreneurs grow and 

how supporting accelerators influence that growth.  

 

As we launch into our partnership, we want to clarify the expectations for EDP and our partners. This 

memo reflects the personal and current mutual understandings of the directors and employees of SE@G, 

EDP and [PARTNER]. 

 

1. [PARTNER] will embed all EDP application survey questions into its application process so that 

SE@G can collect consistent data from all program applicants.  

• All ventures selected to participate in the program MUST complete the EDP application survey 

questions; once selections have been made, program managers have two weeks to ensure all 

selected ventures have completed the survey. 

• Program managers are also required to (1) complete an EDP program manager survey and (2) 

identify selected and participating entrepreneurs in a timely manner.  

• If programs do not produce at least ten completed EDP application surveys, EDP may have to 

discontinue data collection and analysis. 

• If responses from the identified point of contact cease to be effective or timely, or if the key 

deliverables listed above are missed, EDP may have to discontinue data collection and analysis.   

 

2. For entrepreneurs who provide consent, EDP will include [PARTNER]’s applicant data in its broader 

database.  However, specific contact information will only be used in the context of this program.  

 

3. SE@G agrees to safeguard these individual data by adhering to the confidentiality provisions that are 

built into its EDP program:   

• All information about specific entrepreneurs and ventures (including venture names, email 

addresses, and any other identifying details) are considered strictly confidential and will remain 

private.  All team researchers are required to sign non-disclosure agreements.  

• Qualified external researchers may apply to have access to anonymized data. However, no 

identifying information is ever included in these data files.     

• [PARTNER] will also be able to request access to these anonymized files. 

• We require all researchers to ensure that any reports produced from EDP data do not include any 

information that might help to identify a specific entrepreneur or venture.   

 

4. EDP will follow-up to collect data from all of the entrepreneurs who applied to [PARTNER]’s 

program through [PARTNER]. These follow-up surveys are conducted twice annually. Per research 

design, EDP will only be able to collect follow-up responses from those ventures that provide baseline 
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data (collected at the point of application) and that consent to follow-ups in their EDP application 

surveys. 

 

5. EDP will provide [PARTNER] with reports analyzing its data after the program has closed and again 

annually for two follow-up years. [PARTNER] understands that further analysis is welcome and 

encouraged on the part of the partner, but that EDP only will endorse the statistics that EDP calculates 

and provides.  Statistics that are not calculated by EDP should not include any indication that they are 

calculated or endorsed by EDP.  

 

6. EDP will also provide [PARTNER] with individual follow-up data from specific entrepreneurs if that 

entrepreneur was selected for participation in [PARTNER]’s program and provided clear consent in his 

or her follow-up survey for sharing data with [PARTNER]. EDP will provide [PARTNER] with 

aggregate performance statistics from the unselected ventures who consented to provide that information 

to EDP.  

 

7. SE@G, EDP and [PARTNER] should feel free to promote and communicate this collaboration, which 

may involve the use of their respective program names and logos. 

 

8. This agreement covers one year with the option of renewal.  At the time that partnership is continued, 

EDP will generate another MOU for [PARTNER].  If the partnership is discontinued, EDP will still 

safeguard all data and confidentiality.   

 

 

 
 
_____________________________ (Partner CEO / Executive signature) 

 

_____________________________ (Partner CEO / Executive printed name) 

 

______________ (DATE) 
 
 
_____________________________ (Partner point of contact signature) 

 

_____________________________ (Partner point of contact printed name) 

 

______________ (DATE) 
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